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The Vitalness of VISION  
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 Proverbs 29:18 òWhere there 
is no vision, the people perish: 
but he that keepeth the law, 
happy is he.ó 
 
The word vision means a ômental 
visionõ or a ômental sightõñin 
your mindõs eye you can see 
something; you can gaze at it; 
contemplate it; it is not seen in 
your circumstances, or situation. 
Godõs vision is a vision you can 
carry with you, and it will affect 
the way you think. Show me a 
man with a vision that is birthed 
out of the purpose and heart of 
God and I will show you a man 
that has peace of mind, and joy of 
heart. 
òWhere there is no vision the 
people PERISH.ó This shows 
the vitalness of a Heavenly vi-
sion; the importance and effect 
of having a vision that is not natu-
ral, which is not human, which is 
not dictated by thoughts, eyes, or 
ears, or by your knowledge of 
figures and facts around you. If 

your vision is defined by those 
things it will be radically different 
to a vision that is birthed out of 
Heaven; out of the eternal pur-
pose of God; birthed in the heart 
of God, the Word of God, and the 
character of God.  
There is a radical difference be-
tween you having a vision for your 
Christian life, and you having a 
vision for this church. If your vi-
sion arises out of things you have 
calculated from what you can see, 
you will say, òWoe is me!ó but if 
your vision arises from something 
that is higher, you are going to 
look at things in a radically differ-
ent way. 
 
The message, òThe Vitalness of 
Visionó, was preached at a crucial 
time in LCC in October, 2015, 
and we sensed Godõs weighty 
hand upon the words preached 
that night. This was such a vital 
message that you will find the 
remainder of it on pages 6 
through page 13.  
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Happy 2nd  

Birthday LCC!  

7th  September  I'm just in awe of what the Lord is 
doing in the hearts of sinners here in Limerick. 
Dealing with them, convicting, drawing. It is won-
derful. If I told you, you would cry for joy. It is fear-
ful and exciting at the very same time. Come Friday 
we celebrate having met together for two years. In 
pioneering a new church there are hard and rough 
times where you question if you have the strength 
to birth what began as a vision and burden from 
The Lord; you question if it was right to stop trav-
eling when so many doors were open elsewhere 
é.Well praise God - The Lord is drawing hearts to 
Himself and will build for His own glory.  

Out of a few people gathering in a living room, God 
placed us on the city high street and I believe the 
Lord will raise up a vessel of recovery. I think this is 
what full -term pregnant mother feels like!  

Julie and Norma Forster visited 
for 10 days and we were so 

blessed by the fellowship and 
grateful to be able to bless 

them. PRAY FOR THEM. It is 
not easy to  find  much fellow-

ship in Wales.  

 

   What do you do when you have 
more sinners in your meetings 
seeking salvation than saints seek-
ing sanctification? I have not 
been in this situation before. So 
glad we have a wonderful message 
of Godõs love for every heart on 
the streets of this city. Christ is 
all we have and He is the singular 
attraction. He said "I will build my 
church." Praise God.   

 Salvation 
by Faith  

Justification 
by Faith  

What is 
Faith? 

The 
Gnostic 

Mary  Julie and Norma from Wales Visiting  

Faith &  

Family  

The Biblical 
Mary  

     Prayer  

The Catholic 
Mary  

Prayer & 
Fasting  
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29th October 2015  

Wonderful night in Godõs House 
in Limerick with brother Robin, 
and sister Malissa St Clair. Pow-
erful message from brother Rob-
in, on dead religion vs. real, living, 
breathing faith, called, òAn Image 
in the Bedó (I Samuel 19)  

Altar full of souls seeking salva-
tion. Praying for the sick. During 
the fellowship time after meeting 
a lady passing by was drawn in by 
the lights and noise. She had 
been searching for a born -again 
church and she knew that she 
needed salvation. This is a dark 
hour but it's the Churchõs great-
est hour. A light shines brightest 
and furtherest when it's darkest.  

31st October, 2015  

Wonderful time of prayer last 
night. Two of the men while 
tracting and witnessing on their 
way to prayer spoke with a man 
pulled out of the river five days 

ago who had attempted to end 
his life.  

Two things we will not do 
throughout eternity is pray and 
evangelise. We have a short peri-
od of time within which to do 
both. We would be wise in con-
sidering both to be a wonderful 
and limited blessing and oppor-
tunity restricted to this life. A 
day will come when you do nei-
ther.  

1st November 2015  

Preached this morning on The 
Ministry of Christ Pt.1 - Christ 
Our High Priest. We are exhort-
ed to earnestly set our mind to-
wards considering Christ as our 
High Priest (Heb.3:1). I believe 
we miss out on so many benefits 
and blessings when we neglect 
to acknowledge Him as such 
and to receive from Him.  

Diary of a Shepherd  
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Special Guest Speakers:  
Gary & Hilary Anderson  

SOC European Preachers and Believers Conven-
tion, Hebron Hall, WALES  

(ABOVE) Three Speakers at the 2015 

SOC European Preachers and Believers 

Convention:  

(L -R) Stephen Cartwright (SOC Afri-

ca) , Robin St. Clair (AR., USA) & 

Keith Malcomson, SOC Europe Director  

 

Precious time of ministry 
at the SOC convention in 
Wales. So wonderful when 

friends gather in from 
different lands for love of 

God's truth.  

The vision of forging a 
vessel of recovery is burn-

ing in our hearts.   

Wednesday 28th October, 7.30 pm LCC Special 
Guest Speaker: Pastor Robin St. Clair  

Faith & 
Family  

     The 
Faith     of 

ABEL  

     Miracles 
& Disap-
pointments  

      The 
Faith of 
RAHAB  

 Maryõs 
Doctrine  

AGENDA 
2030 
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Our good friend and brother Manu Reinsch (picture above) 
from Germany  will be  ministering Sunday morning 15th  at LCC.   

 

LADIES  
Breakfast  

òThe Timing of 
Temptationó 

Temptation  

Series 

òTemptation by 
Presumptionó 

Temptation  

Series  

òTemptationó 
New Series  

The Minis-
try of 
Christ Our 
King  

 

Christ our 
High Priest  

 òTemptation  
by Selfishnessó 
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Proverbs 29:18 òWhere there is no vision, the people perish: but he 
that keepeth the law, happy is he.ó 

In this verse we may assume that the people 
used to have a vision but they do not have it 
any longer. Or maybe they have a false vision 
which was not Godõs vision, but rather it was a 
vision which arose from their own thoughts; 
their own feelingsñit was not Godõs vision but 
they try to force it.  Or maybe, they have nev-
er yet entered into the vision. Let us look at 
some of the great men of God and how they 
carried their God-given vision.  
 
JACOB 
We are told in Genesis 32, concerning the 
great patriarch Jacob, a man of God, and a man 
of prayer, that when he wrestled with God 
(which means he prevailed in prayer) his very 
name and character was changed to Israel, 
meaning, òa prince with Godó. Jacob met with 
God in such a way that he would never be the 
same again. God touched Jacob in such a way 
to hurt him so that he never walked in the same 
way again. I pray that we all have a meeting 
with God so that we will never walk the same 
again. When we meet with God and He touch-
es us, like He touched Jacob, we will never act 
in the same way again; we will never think the 
same again. 
Through this one man God was going to be 
made manifest because it was though Jacobõs 
line that the Messiah came. Through Jacob, 
came many great prophets, leaders, and men of 
God. Little did he realize how much his life 
was central to the will of God. Now Jacob was 
not a perfect man; he failed; he got discour-

aged; he lost his way at times, but he was a 
man caught up in a purpose that was far 
greater than him. When Jacob prevailed in 
prayer, it was not about Jacob finding out 
who he should marry; it was not about him 
finding the will of God for his life, or what he 
was going to do with the rest of his life. All 
that God had spoken and promised to Abra-
ham, all that He had done in Eternity past, all 
came down to this frail man called Jacob. 
 Look at Jacob years later, after he 
had prevailed with God at Peniel. Genesis 
42:36  òAnd Jacob their father said unto them, Me 
have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and 
Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: 
all these things are against me.ó  
 This is a man of God, man of prayer 
and man in the centre of Godõs purpose, who 
is saying, òItõs not working outó. He cannot 
see how this can be Godõs will. When he 
says, òall these things are against me.ó He is say-
ing that all these things have come together to 
work against me. His feelings, his thoughts, 
and his circumstances are lining up against 
him. Again, remember, this is a man of God 
through whom the purpose of God is perfect-
ly being worked out on time, without any 
hindrance, yet all he can see is that everything 
is working against him. Is that self-pity? Is 
that discouragement? The question is: is eve-
rything working out perfectly in his life? Oh 
yes it is! Though Jacob cannot see it, his life is 
working out perfectly and according to the 
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You can either struggle through 

life like a Jacob or you can go 

boldly through life like a Paul. 

You may still fulfil the will of 

God; you may still be in the right 

place in the right time, but you 

will have no benefit from itð 

will and purpose of God. He may not believe it; 
he may not know it; he may not feel it, but here 
is a man for whom everything is working out for 
good. 
 Rom 8:28 ò And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purposeó  
Paul is saying that every bad thing; every evil 
thing; everything that does not seem good; eve-
rything in which we cannot see a blessing is actu-
ally working out for good and we can KNOW it! 
All for Godõs purpose. You may not feel it, see 
it, think it, or realise it, but everything including 
the bad things that the devil does are working 
together for good. Your circumstances may con-
tradict it, yet the Bible says we know that nomi-
nal things, secular things, bad things, and good 
things are all working together for goodñfor 
Godõs good, for HIS purposes. If you are born 
again you are called according to Godõs purpose. 
 The word ôpurposeõ here means a set-
ting forth  or a laying out of everything before 
you, so that you are literally looking at it like an 
exhibit; it is like having a proposal or a determi-
nation set out before you and you are looking at 
it. Whose purpose is it? We were not here be-
fore eternity, yet God is saying that you were 
called according to a purposeñan eternal pur-
poseñbefore creation; before we existed we 
were called according to that purpose.  
 What is that purpose? It is Godõs de-
termination; it is an exhibit laid out before God. 
It is His plan; His proposal. What does it mean to 
be called according to that purpose? It means 
that your life will merge with that purpose.  Eve-
rybody that is saved becomes a part of this pur-
pose just like Jacob was called in to this purpose. 
It is not that we need to individually find our 
what our purpose is, or what Godõs will for our 
life is, individually, but rather that we should 
merge with the eternal purpose of God. There is 
ONE purpose; ONE eternal  plan, and there is 
ONE  mind behind this calling, and our lives will 

be woven into it when we are saved. 
 Jacob could not see the purposeñ
all he saw were the circumstances. He sized 
everything up and decided that ôall these 
things are against me.õ That was a manõs 
vision. We see very little, yet God is able 
to say that everything is ON TIME; every-
thing is working perfectly; everything is 
right on course. Yet here is Jacob distressed 
and discouraged. He does not know what 
to do. He has almost given up on himself. 
He feels he is walking in circles yet he is a 
man in the centre of Godõs will. When he 
came out the other end and he heard the 
report of Joseph being alive, at first he did 
not believe the report. He could not even 
believe a true report. Did that disannul the 
plan? No, God was working His purpose 
out. It would have been a great deal easier 
if Jacob had believed, and rather doubted 
his doubts, and feared his fears. That would 
have made his journey a lot easier. 
 Jacob is a man who lost the vision. 
He had the Word of God. He had the 
promises, he had the covenant, he had all 
the material for a godly vision which could 
lift him out of his circumstances; a vision 
which could help him to see afar off, a vi-
sion which could help him to see beyond 
his circumstances. 
 Have you ever lost your peace of 
mind? I have. Have you ever been per-
plexed or distressed? I have. Have you ever 
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lost the joy in your heart? I have. A real Christian can lose 
their peace, lose their joy, and yet still be walking in 
the will of God but they have lost the benefit of it. 
 This verse talks about Godõs people perishing. 
That word ôperishõ means to loosen or dismiss; to set at 
naught; to disintegrate; to be exposed/naked/uncovered. If 
there is no vision in the church we will begin to disintegrate. 
There will be nothing binding us together.  People who do 
not have a vision will come to nothing. Without a God-given 
vision, this church will come to naught. That is the im-
portance of having a God-given vision. Having a God-given 
vision for this church will impact our individual lives. We will 
have a sense that we have been called into something that is 
eternal.  
 In Israel there were times when they were made 
naked as a nation by a certain king. They were made bank-
rupt; they were stripped bare and became a shame. Like La-
odicaea who were naked. Laodicaea lost its vision, and where 
vision has been lost or counterfeited, the people will be 
ôexposed, naked, or uncoveredõ. A church without a vision of 
God or His glory will become naked. A church that dictates to 
God or that has ordered the church according to its own 
thinking will be naked. But when a church realises that there 
is a purpose to be caught up in, that there is a will that we do 
not dictate, that there is a way to walk that is governed by God, that church will be radically 
different. 
 We do not want to perish.  We do not want to wander in a desert for 40 years and 
then die there. We want to go somewhere, do something, and be caught up in the eternal pur-
pose of God. I want to know that I am not here by accident, that the trials we face, or the bar-
renness of this city does not mean that we are out of the will of God, because if we are, then 
Jacob was, and so were all the men and women of God were.  
 
William Carey laboured for seven years and did not see one convert yet William Carey was 
in the will of God. His wife lost her mind on the mission field, yet he was in the will of God. 
 
What about Victor Plymire who buried his wife with his own hands? He was the first Pente-
costal missionary to Asia and took the Gospel to the Tibetan monks. He buried his children on 
the mission field. When nobody else would go to those regions, Plymire left the Gospel in all 
those places. When he returned to the USA he went to big Pentecostal churches begging for 
missionaries but nobody responded, so he went. Was he out of the will of God? 
 
What about James Chalmers? He was in revival in Scotland preaching to thousands daily, 
when the Spirit of God spoke to him and told him, òI want you to got to China?ó and for the 

We have all been 
called in to ONE 
purpose and it is Godõs 
purpose. It is not the 
purpose of this church 
but it is Godõs eternal 
purpose.  God IS going 
to get His way.  All 
Hell is not going to 
stop Christ. Vision 
comes from keeping 
the law of God and is 
birthed out of obeying 
the Word of God. 

Note 
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rest of his days, Chalmers spoke to ones and twos daily, and died in obscurity. Was he out of 
the will of God? We are dealing with reality here. 
 Notice that it says, òWhere there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the 
law, happy is he.ó  What is the source of the vision? It comes from keeping the law of God! 
It is not a mystical vision of the night. It is not a dream that you have at night. The vision that 
he is talking about is something far greater than that. It is a vision which is birthed out of 
obeying the Word of God. 
 Notice what it says, òbutéó (we love the ôbutõsõ in the Word of God!)  òbut he 
that keepeth the law, happy is he.ó  The word keepeth means to hedge about; to guard; to 
protect; or take heed to. He that guards the law; he that takes heed to the law; he that hedges 
the law aroundé.who is this man who is determining and setting his life by the law of God? 
He is a man with a vision. Who is this man who is laying hold of the Word of God and will 
not let it go? It is not talking about a prophecy! It is not talking about a vision of the night, 
but rather this is a man who will not let go of the WORD OF GOD. That is a man with a 
vision. Those who have no vision are contrasted with those who keep the law. These are 
those who are set towards Godõs Word. It is clear that the vision comes from the WORD of 
God. And it says that that man is happy. If you make the Word of God your only stay; if you 
give yourself to the Word of God; if you stay in the Word of God, you will be happy: at 
peace. 
 We are flesh and blood so there are times that one can lose sight of the vision but 
we can rise like an eagle to see the reality of this.  I Samuel 3 tells us that one great mark of 
young Samuel was spiritual vision, or the remarkable ability to see a God-given vision. We 
are in an hour when people have lost their vision of the glory of God and we must have it in 
this church. When others have lost the vision of the order of a Biblical church we need a clear 
Biblical vision of Godõs order in this church. We need to have a vision like Samuel. 
 
I Samuel 3:1, òAnd the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the 
LORD was precious in those days; there was no open visionó. Notice the unity here be-
tween the Word of the Lord and visionñyou cannot separate a real vision form the Word of 
the Lord. A real vision depends on the Word of God. What we have in this generation of the 
Church is people getting dreams, visions, little words, prophecies, but they are not birthed 
out of the Word of God.  A people of the Word of God are going to have a real God-given 
vision. 
 That word ôpreciousõ means valuable, costly, or rare.  Godõs Word, the preaching 
of Godõs Word, or prophecies of the Lord were very rare in the land in that hour. It was an 
Eli generation: nice men, nice pulpitsébut very little of the real Word of God, which made 
it very valuable. When you battle to find the Word of God preached, or the anointing of 
God, it becomes very precious. As it was in Samuelõs time so it is in ours. Donõt be mistak-
en: many are running around saying that they have a vision but these are not God-given vi-
sions that will take you somewhere. 
 I am talking about a God-given vision that will take you through Hell. 
Look again at the terrible things those old missionaries had to face: going through trials, tor-
ture and martyrdom. William Carey went out with high hopes for multitudes to be saved and 
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some years into his time in India, when no one had been saved, he said that he would have 
given up, if his hope had not been undergirded by the Word of God. His vision came from the 
Word of Godñit alone allowed him to continue to labour in India for 40 years. Carey had a 
vision burning in him which was not natural. If he had looked at his circumstances he would 
have become very discouraged, but his hope was upheld by the Word of God. Godõs covenant 
kept him. He had something greater than himself. 
 (I Samuel 3) Young Samuel was born in a dreadful day, but the Word of the Lord 
birthed a vision within his heart. When it says that there ôwas no open visionõ in his day it liter-
ally means that there was no vision breaking out or bursting forth. It is a terrible thing that 
there is no vision bursting out; there is no vision of revival. There is no expectation that the 
lost will get saved. There is no expectation that our God is a healer, or that our God will pro-
vide all our needs. A church can lose the vision of WHO God is. Our God is a miracle worker. 
He can lead your life. God can have you in the right job at the right time, speaking to the right 
person. Saints, LETõS HAVE FAITH. This vision is meant to stir our hearts; warm our 
hearts and lift us out of the ôgloomiesõ; the oppressions; the discouragements. Take care not to 
get caught up looking at all those things that are against you, or are they? are they against you? 
Have you taken your eyes off the purpose of God?  
 Look at Habakkuk chapter 2, concerning vision. òI will stand upon my watch, 
and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I 
shall answer when I am reproved.ó  (Hab 2:1)  Habakkuk is STANDING upon his watch 
tower WATCHING, looking and waiting. What are you looking for today? Are you happy and 
satisfied with where you are? Are you looking for a vision from God? Are you looking for the 
vision and purpose for this church, or are you sitting there thinking that it is always going to be 
the same? Is it? If you find you are going in circles you need to get into your watch tower. That 
watch tower (not the JWõs watch tower!) is a place where we WAIT UPON GOD òand will 
watch to see what he will say unto meó.  That is where vision is birthed. It is out of waiting 
upon God. You may need to wait some time.  You may need to wait until you get passed your 
own thoughts and discouragements. Waiting is the place of birthing a vision where God can 
give you the vision. It is not for you to make up the vision. Rather it is God speaking to you. It 
is God revealing His thoughts and desires for your life.  
 Then we read in verse two: òAnd the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, 
and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.ó (Hab 2:2)  You can be sure that Hab-
akkuk would have been tempted to leave his watch tower. We are not told how long he wait-
ed but you can be sure that thoughts came to him as they do to us: òIõve been praying, praying, 
prayingé.maybe I just need to go back home!ó No Habakkuk, stay in your watch tower. It 
was there that God spoke to Habakkuk and told him to write the vision down and explain it 
(ômake it plainõ). Saints, we need that clear vision and I am going to make sure that that vision 
is clear because we are caught up in something remarkable; something that none of us can see. 
All of us have been brought into a purpose. We are not dictating to God what the vision is; we 
are not steering the ship; we do not know all that is going to happen but we are caught up in 
an eternal purpose. 
 òmake it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.ó The effect of read-
ing a vision that has come from God, is that when we read it, we will run!  I want you to know 
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that we have a vision for this area, this city, and this land. We have not given up on this land. 
The last revival has not happened. The last missionary movement has not happened. The last 
miracle has not happened. There is a vison that must grip us.  The purpose of a vision is that 
ôhe that sees it may runõ. The vision will not just entertain us, or make us happy; it will not 
make us boast that we have a vision, rather it will make us RUN. We have a task to run like 
never before. If ever we are going to run let it be in this year ahead. Let God lay ahold of us. 
We need to be inspired by a vision from God, from His Word, from His heart; a vision out of 
His character which inspires us. Having a true vision is not trying to believe something, but 
rather it is RECEIVING something. We do not (and should not) try to create something, but 
we receive something from God and when it is of HIM, it WILL HAPPEN! 
 Look at verse 3 then in Habakkuk òFor the vision is yet for an appointed time, but 
at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely 
come, it will not tarry.ó (Hab 2:3) Notice that the vision is not for now. God is speaking to 
Habakkuk but He is not saying that everything I am showing you is for now. Oh no, vision is 
for the future, but it is to make us run today. A vision affects us today but does not get fulfilled 
until tomorrow. A vision gives you a mental picture; something you can look at which inspires 
your heart; something which will make us act as one  (we are baptised into one body)ñnot 
individuals doing a thousand things. We are all placed here by Godõs will. We are baptisedñ
immersedñinto one body 
 Notice that he says that the vision is for an ôappointed timeõ which means a fixed sea-
son. Who ôfixes the seasonsõ of nature? Who created the seasons?  Do you realise that Winter 
is God-created? Some people do not like Winter. Some do not like the heat of Summer. God 
has ordained different seasons. God has ordained Autumn when everything dies just as much as 
He has ordained Spring when everything comes alive. God did not ordain that there would be 
only one season of sunshine and blessing.  That is not Godõs will. That is not in the vision of 
God. 
 Notice again, that he says that the vision is for an appointed time: a time appointed 
BY GOD. God ordains a specific time, place and set of conditions for the fulfilment of the 
vision. 
 òI had a vision. Why has ôitõ not happened yet? I believed these things were of God 
but why hasnõt this or that happened yet?ó  Maybe you do not know Godõs season? It is ôokayõ 
for you to carry a vision and it not be fulfilled today. It is ôokayõ to believe that God will yet do 
something which is not yet happening around you. It is possible to be absolutely convinced 
about something, yet you do not see it today. It may not be fulfilled today, òBut Habkkuk, you 
must run today!ó If you wait until the fulfilment of the vision, it will be too late; it will never 
happen.  
 ò...but at the end it shall speakóõ ôthe endõ is the appointed time. It is going to come to 
pass. It will be seen by every eye. A vision from God is not a lie or deception. God is not play-
ing games with us in this church. We are caught up in an eternal purpose which must burn in 
our bones and we must run with it. Those old missionaries DIED on the mission field.  
 David Brainerd spent two years on the mission field (North America) and the only 
co-worker he had in those first two years was a drunken Indian whom he had to pay to trans-
late for him. Two years and nothing happened, yet he had a vision from God. He knew he was 
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sent to those people. The local tribes people were utterly indifferent to him and what he had to 
say. Daily he walked into their midst to tell them of Christ yet they ridiculed him and seemed 
completely disinterested. They did not even get angry with him! Do you think he was in the 
will of God? Do you think he asked himself whether he was crazy or not? Do you think he 
faced discouragements? This is the history of the Church. 
 Smith Wigglesworth (Over 100 years ago) was falsely accused by two ladies. He 
was not even allowed to speak for himself yet he was put out of the very first World Pentecos-
tal Missionary organization. They tried to blacken him. The head of that organization never 
spoke to him; never asked his opinion, yet Mr Wigglesworth became one of the greatest Evan-
gelists the world has known.  
 What about George Mueller? Most folk know about George Muellerõs orphanages 
that were in Bristol, England, and that he was a great man of faith, but few know that he was 
excommunicated from fellowship with his greatest friends. They would not speak to him for 
30 years. He was excluded from more than one thousand churches in Britain. You donõt hear 
that do you? We read all the nice parts about revivals and answered prayer but we 
seldom read the story of Jacobõs heart ache: the broken heart; the nights of tur-
moil of these great men of God walking their bedrooms at night asking, òGod, have you 
forsaken me?ó That kind of thing does not make good reading. 
 Notice it says, òthough it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarryó 
Is this a contradiction? Will it tarry or wonõt it tarry? This is the Lord speaking to Habakkuk 
saying, òthis vision will tarry but it wonõt tarryéó òWell, what are you saying, Lord?ó This 
word is translated into one English word ôtarryõ but in the Hebrew it is two different words: 
the first ôtarryõ is to question; hesitateé(Do you have any questions about Godõs will? Do you 
have any questions that rise up about this situation? Do you have any questions in your mind 
about us being here in Limerick city? 
 So what God is saying here to Habakkuk is: òThough questions arise; though the vision 
hesitates; though the vision delay; though the vision seems reluctant to come to pass; though it 
lingers, though it holds back, it will not tarry, and that second ôtarryõ means to be too late; or 
to procrastinate, or to loiter longer than it ought to. Or, though it seems to hold back and take 
its time, it will come to pass at the right time. 
 You must pray until it happens: Godõs command here is WAIT FOR IT! What 
do you do when a vision from God is burning in your bones yet nothing comes of it? You 
WAIT for it. You pray, you pray, you pray, you sacrifice; you lay everything on the altaré
what do you do? You WAIT for it. Wait means to adhere to; to dig in; to stick to through 
piercing into the ground, as in staking or pegging down your tent. This word ôwaitõ means to 
get pegged to the vision. We normally slow down. God says we should be running but we 
slow down. We do not pray with the energy we once did. We do not labour as we used to. 
What is happening? The steam is going to go out of it because of time. But the Lord says, peg 
yourself in; settle in for the long night of your soul. Get ready to face discouragements and 
demons; GET READY!  
 There are many tests for a work that is birthed of the Lord. This church is birthed of 
the Lord and will therefore face many tests. Tests such as: 

TESTED BY CIRCUMSTANCES: We are faced with circumstances which seem to con-
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tradict the calling. Circumstances contest the vision 

TESTED BY THE DEVIL: We will be tested by the Devil. If the vision in our heart is 
really from the Lord, the devil will contest that, and he is wicked! He is a liar; he is a 
roaring lion; he is a deceiving serpent; he is a cheat...he is all those things. The devil 
has a right to test it 

TESTED BY GOD: God has a right to test our hearts. He wants to see if we will still 
pray tomorrow if He does not answer this week. 

TESTED BY TIME: Anybody can be tested for a week or a month but what about sev-
en years? Missionary, James Chalmers, laboured for 17 years in Papua New Guinea 
before he saw his first convert and even then that convert backslid. The greatest mis-
sionaries of Church history have faced such circumstances, but these same men saw a 
break through because they kept on going. 

. 
THREE MEN TESTED BY GOD 

 
Joseph 
Joseph was given a dream BY GOD! When he told his brothers they were angry, bitter and 
jealous. A God-given dream got Joseph in trouble. For 17 years he was okay, then he God 
gave him the dream and it started 13 long years of trouble. That dream got him thrown in a 
pit. Then he was sold as a slave. Falsely accused. Thrown into prisoné 
Psalm  105:18ð19, òWhose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron: Until the time that his word 
came: the word of the LORD tried him.ó Psalm 105 tells us that Joseph was, òlaid in iron.ó Josephõs 
feet were laid in iron after false accusations. He must have sat there thinking, òWhat have I 
done to deserve all this? Where is Godõs dream?ó Joseph must have felt that he would have 
been better off without the vision. He was not sitting in the prison rubbing his hands together 
thinking how wonderful his future will be when he is second highest in the nation. Do you 
think Joseph was happy or had a clear view of the future? We can presume that he thought 
that God has forgotten him because he starts to appeal to man and asks the Butler and the 
Baker, òYou remember me; you speak for me, and you get me out of hereéó  The Lord says, 
òWell two more years, Joseph.ó God was testing him. Notice the Psalm says, òuntil the 
timeó: there was a time; there was a measure of this test.  What is ôthe timeõ? It is Godõs ap-
pointed time. God was trying Joseph. That vision nearly killed Joseph in that prison. Those 
chains did not test or torment Joseph nearly as much as the vision tormented 
him. 
 
Moses  
Israel was rejoicing and praising God when they got away from Pharaoh and Egypt but when 
they got out into that hot desert they blamed Moses, and moaned, òMoses, why did you bring 
us out here?ó It was easy to rejoice in God just after He brought them out, but what about 
when it grew hot and they were weary in the dry desert? 
Acts 7:23  òAnd when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children 
of Israeló God put this in to Mosesõ heart. Act 7:25 says, òFor he supposed his brethren would have 
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understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they understood notó  He went down 
and the people did not understand him. Moses knew it in his heart that God would use him 
to deliver the people, but they did not understand. What happens next is that Moses kills an 
Egyptian and then has to run for his life. Godõs people rejected Moses. Egypt rejected Moses 
and for 40 years he must have thought what a failure he was. For 39 years he minded his 
father-in-lawõs sheep. He did not even have his own sheepfold. He watched them in the heat 
of the desert. This man who was called of God to a purpose that nobody else could do, was 
left in the back side of the desert to be tested. He must have thought he was left there to 
burn up and die. He loved God, he knew God, and he believed in God, but it must have felt 
like God had forgotten him. 
 
David 
In I Samuel 16 we read of a wonderful day when the great prophet of God, Samuel, sees all 
of Davidõs brothers but waits for the young 17 year old David whose daddy had forgotten 
him. Samuel then prophesies and anoints David to be king. He was just a young shepherd 
boy, yet he was anointed of God. òOh praise God! I am going to sit on a throne! I am going 
to lead armies!ó But noéthe reality was that David spent the next 13 years running for his 
life, chased with a spear by King Sauléwhy? because David was not ready to be king of Isra-
el. God used those 13 years to change and make David into that vessel. 
 What you are now, church, you cannot be in the future for the fulfil-
ment of the vision God has for this church. You have been called for a vision. Some-
times you feel it but many times you do not. Sometimes we believe it and sometimes we do 
not believe it. Sometimes we say, òYes and Amen!ó but most other times we ask, òCan any 
good come out of Limerick?ó But let me assure you that GOD HAS A PLANõ 
 
Daniel 10:1, ò In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel,ó ôa thingõ 
was a vision that came from the heart of God. The Hebrew word ôthingõ used here is: ôa 
word, a matter or a causeõña cause was revealed to Daniel. It goes on to say, òand the thing 
was trueó. Why does it say this? because it is going to be tested. God revealed it, therefore it 
was true BUT, as it goes on, òbut the time appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and 
had understanding of the vision.ó The thing revealed was a vision and he understood it, but the 
Lord warns him that the time appointed would be long. Never think that because something 
takes a long time, or is delayed (eg. we donõt see family saved for a long time) that it is not 
true! Or that God is not in our midst. That is our temptation. 
 That word appointed means, ôa battle, a warfare, or an army.õ There was a 
ôtimeõ. There is a period of time we have to walk through, but this word appointed tells us 
that there will be a long warfare against the vision; against you. There will be a mass of per-
sons against you. God is warning Daniel, òThere will be a great warfare against you, but do 
not doubt the vision because it is of me!ó There will be an overwhelming warfare against this 
church but do not doubt the visionñit shall surely come to pass. 

 
ñMessage transcribed, as preached in LCC, by Keith Malcomson 
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Though the vision tarry it shall surely 
come to pass.  

VISI0N  

What a joy to welcome little Josh-

ua Daniel McNamara, seen left in 

dadõs (Ianõs) arms, and mum, 

Niamh, to their left, at Joshuaõs 

very first meeting. Watch out for 

next yearõs LCC magazine where 

you can read about his dedication. 

We are so privileged to have had the opportunity to run 

the CEF Level One Course  in the church from August 

through until early October. David and Mags Ad-

amson (RIGHT), who taught the course, have lived and 

worked in Limerick city for around 45 years. They not 

only brought to us the excellent material which is CEF, but 

they brought with them those 45 years of experience teach-

ing boys and girls, and running regular Gospel clubs and 

Gospel holiday clubs. We now start the process of Garda 

vetting for those who wish to take part or help with the 

LCC Gospel Club we hope to start. Please pray for our 

applications and for willing hearts to work with the chil-

dren. There is a great need for a regular weekly Gospel 

club which we can run in the church, as well as for Gospel 

Clubs in the city during term time and holiday time.  

Please pray for these endeavours. THANK YOU 
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Mark & Rosnah 

WATCH NIGHT 
SERVICE  

1st December The word "self" (autos) 
in the New Testament literally means 
a ôbaffling wind.' In Php.4:11 Paul 

-
two words: - self (autos) and another 
word (arkeo) meaning to raise up a 
barrier against or to ward off. So we 
see that to be CONTENT means to 
raise up a barrier against self. You 
can never "learn" to be content until 
you stop ôselfõ from interfering in the 
affairs of your life.  

6th December SELFISHNESS: 
Christ's first temptation from Satan 
in Mt.4 was to Selfishness. Selfish-
ness in the heart is always the desire 

of Satan but contrary to the will of 
God. A self -pleasing person is domi-
nated by self interest. They are in-
considerate of others and they tend 
to assert their own will. Basically 
they are selfish with a high opinion 
of themselves. They think only of 
their own pleasure. Selfish people 
tend to be arrogant and confident. 
They are not scared to speak. They 
walk after the flesh. How contrary 
this is to the Gospel of the Cross. It 
is interesting that one of the main 
thoughts in the Greek for the term 
self is a ôbaffling wind.õ 

12th December ( South Africa )   

A monkey came into the house to 
eat the bananas!  

Fitted for Service 
(òTemptationó Series)  

òTempted by  

Ambitionó 

The WORD of GOD  

Paul Walsh, òThe Busy 
Little Houseó  
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20th January  

òChrist is never on the throne while 
Sabbaths are trodden under 
foot.ó (Matthew Henry)  

Six days given over to work - just one 
day sanctified and set apart unto God. 
Just as tithing reveals our heart atti-
tude to money so also the Lordõs day 
reveals our attitude to time. The first 
day of the week belongs to God. Those 
who do their own will on it or waste it 
are thieves! If you waste six days then 
abuse the seventh day what you do on 
it will never be blessed of God. A sanc-
tified Sunday is a sign of a healthy rela-
tionship between God and man.   

24th January  

Jesus revealed that one of the great 
marks of the last days - even in the 
church would be that men will 
"betray one another" (Mt.24:10). Be-
trayal is caused by offence & results 
in hatred (to esteem lightly or think 
of no worth). Betrayal most often 
hides behind a kiss. Betrayal is noth-
ing else than disloyalty and disloyalty 
always involves disobedience to the 
Word of God. Loyalty is a strong 
feeling of support or allegiance. It is 
certainly not blind but it is faithful. 
It is the opposite of betrayal. Be-
trayal is cheap but loyalty is a rare 
and precious commodity.  

      Tested by 
TIME  

Rebuilding the 
GATES of 

Jerusalem #1  

Rebuilding the 
Gates #2  

Six Strategies 
of the Enemy 

#3 

The SHEEP 
Gate #4  

GENESIS 
Series  

In the Begin-
ning #1  

Six Literal 
Days #2  

The Seventh 
Day & Para-

dise #3  

Ken Ham  

DINOSAURS  



 18  

Diary of a Shepherd cont... 

February 3.   Dealt tonight at Bible Study 
with the best and most popular hoaxes 
presented to defend the theory of Evolu-
tion over the past 100 years. Remarkable. 
Let me give you just one of them. PILT-
DOWN MAN: Discovered by Charles 
Dawson in 1912 in England. He found an 
ape-like skull in a pit along with animals 
such as elephants, rhinos and beavers. On 
18 December 1912 newspapers through-
out the world ran sensational headlines 
such as òMissing Link FoundðDarwinõs 
Theory Proved.ó It was claimed that Pilt-
down Man was 500,000 years old. 500 
doctoral dissertations were written on it. 

Sir Arthur Keith wrote a 500 page book 
called The Antiquity of Man , in 1915. He 
said that it was, òone of the most remark-
able discoveries of the twentieth centu-
ry.ó It was used as evidence in the 1925 
ôScopes Monkey Trialõ ñan attempt to 
get Evolution into school curriculum. 
Pictures were spread widely of this apish 
man in pictures which schools and colleg-
es then promoted to a young generation. 
In 1949 scientists using new dating tech-
nology said it was actually only 50,000 
years old. Not until 1953 was it openly 
exposed as a hoax (41 yrs after being pro-
moted). The newspaper headlines read, 

Genesis Series 
Men or Mon-

keys 

 Sin, Satan & Self  

    Hauskirche Iserlohn, GERMANY  

Redemption, 
relationship & 
Religion  

 
     Life With-

out GOD  

The Fish 
Gate  

The Old 
Gate  

The Valley 
Gate  

PRAYER  

PRAYER  

PRAYER  

Gabi Hines: Hauskirche Iserlohn  
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òFossil Hoax Makes Monkeys Out Of 
Scientists!ó It was actually made from 
the upper skull of a 500 year old man 
and the lower jaw and teeth of a young 
orang -utan. The teeth in the jaw were 
filed down and misaligned. The file 
marks were on the original skull but not 
on the plaster cast made available to 
the general public. At least 12 top aca-
demic persons were closely involved in 
this scam including Arthur Conan 
Doyle (author of Sherlock Holmes) and 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a Jesuit 
priest. However, Christians who knew 
and believed their Bibles repeatedly 
called it a hoax during those 41 years.  

February 4. JAVA MAN: Eugene Du-
bois went to the Indonesian island of 
Java specifically looking for Darwinõs 
missing link. He was not a geologist and 
had no formal training in such work. 
With the aid of 50 local convicts he 
started digging. In 1891 his team found 
an upper cap of a skull. One year later, 
50 feet away, a human thigh bone was 
found. Added to this was a singular 
tooth. Dubois proclaimed that these 
items belonged together and that they 
belonged to Evolution's missing link. 
Java Man was said to be 500,000 years 
old. Many scientists in the 1890's re-
jected his find as not authentic and in 
fact they pointed out that he had cre-
ated Java Man from the tooth of an 
ape, the skull of a gibbon, and the leg 
bone of a human. Over the next ten 
years 80 books and articles were pub-
lished on Java Man and his picture 

entered the dogmatic teaching of Evo-
lution. From 1900 Dubois refused to let 
anyone see his finds. His fame in finding 
Java Man later led to him being award-
ed credentials and a professorship 
which he previously lacked. 33 years 
later, in 1924, he published his own find-
ings for the first time. Scientists finally 
rejected Java Man in 1944  but by that 
time it had done its damage. As with 
other "missing -Links" the copies in muse-
ums viewed by the public and by re-
searchers were different than the origi-
nal bones. The various pictures and 
diagrams of Java Man used widely in 
teaching institutions for 50 years were 
not at all accurate.  

February 21 Preached on Nehemiah's 
first three gates the last three weeks: 1) 
Sheep gate - representing true salvation, 
2) Fish gate - representing true evange-
lism, 3) Old gate - representing ancient, 
unchanging truth. Every preacher needs 
to be sure that these gates are restored 
in the church and functioning correct-
ly. The evidence that the gates have 
been burnt out and the walls breached 
is the terrible trash that has filled 
churches. All we need again is a Nehe-
miah.  

February 27 Continuing to preach each 
Sunday on REBUILDING THE GATES - 
primarily dealing with the ten gates of 
Jerusalem mentioned in Nehemiah chap-
ter 4. You can listen to the messages at 
this link:   

http://www.limerickcitychurch.com/
rebuilding -the -gates.html  
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Ireland has a rich and exciting, real Christian history, which is often obscured, al-

tered, or re-written, to give the appearance that Rome was entirely responsible for the 

missionary endeavours of the first millennium. However, the church at Rome (the 

Catholic Church) did not step a foot on Irish soil until long after a very sound and 

real biblical church was established in Ireland. This church is often referred to now as 

the Celtic Church and it was from this true Irish Church, that pioneer missionaries 

went out all over the British Isles and Europe, taking with them the true gospel, and 

leaving in their trail, hundreds of gospel churches, and tens of thousands of Christ-

loving families. We would like to introduce you to one such missionary pioneer but 

first let us recap a little. 

 Let us remember that the first missionary pioneer to Ireland was Patrick, in 

about 432AD, which was more than 160 years before the first Catholic missionary 

(Augustine of Canterbury) was sent from Rome to England, in 597AD. As early as 

566AD the Catholic Church at Rome considered the Irish Church to be troublesome 

and divisive. Until the middle of the seventh century it was said that the Irish Church, 

ñhad one head, Christ, and one leader, Patrick.ò Indeed, the fifth century, to the 

eighth century, is considered the golden age of the Irish Church, during which time, 

no Catholic or Roman authority was tolerated within Ireland. After this period 

though, she began her slow move towards full subjection to Rome, but before that 

demise, Irish missionaries broke upon the shores of Britain and Europe with a power, 

purity, and fervency that was truly remarkable. One such missionary was, Columba 

(521-597AD).  

 Columba arrived in Scotland in about 563AD where he established a mis-

sionary base on the island of Ionia. From there he evangelised the pagan Pictish tribes 

of northern Scotland. Then, Ninian, arrived from Ireland shortly after Columba and 

he evangelised the Picts of southern Scotland. Ninian then pressed south into the 

north of England where he successfully evangelised the pagan Angle tribes, followed 

later by Aiden who established churches throughout Northumbria. Columba, Ninian, 

and Aiden, herald the beginning of a period when hundreds of gifted Irish missionar-

ies were sent out into Britain and Europe, which leads us to our 

main subject for today: Columbanus. 

 Irish missionary, Columbanus (543ï615AD) was born 

around the year 543 in Leinster. He trained for the ministry in 

Fermanagh, and then moved to Bangor, near Belfast. This mis-

sionary base at Bangor was a place where men were educated, 

trained, and prepared for the rigours of missionary evangelism. 

Bangor became one of the most noted places in Ireland for such 

training. After years of preparation and faithful ministry it was 

expected that Columbanus would soon take over the training of 

students at Bangor, but instead his eyes looked to the east with 

fiery missionary zeal, so he was sent out as a missionary from 
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Bangor with twelve companions to Gaul (France), where they arrived in 590AD.   

 Their first missionary base was established in an old deserted Roman fort in 

Annegray, in the foothills of the Vosges Mountains in eastern France. Columbanus 

began to evangelize the local people who were a mixture of pagan, nominal Catho-

lics, and Arians (Christians who denied that Christ was God). He was soon renowned 

in the region for his powerful biblical preaching and teaching. The demand of many 

students seeking instruction and training from Columbanus, meant that another two 

mission bases were established just west of Annegray, in Luxeuil, and Fontaines. 

The base at Luxeuil was to become the most noted and influential missionary hub, 

but from all three mission bases converts were made, churches established, and local 

leaders trained. For example, it was Irish missionaries who travelled north into Ba-

varia to Germanic tribes, where there was great and lasting success.  

  Catholicism was widespread throughout Gaul, but it was nominal and for-

mal. Even so, Columbanus soon came into conflict with the Catholic bishops of 

Gaul. The Catholic clerics and bishops were threatened by this new dynamic and 

successful preacher who established new churches outside of their authority. In his 

letters, Columbanus reveals the terrible state and condition of the Catholic bishops in 

Gaul. They had purchased their positions (simony); they cared nothing for the spir-

itual health of the church, and they lacked basic morality. In a letter to Gregory the 

Great (540ï604AD), bishop of Rome, Columbanus pointed out the grave condition 

of these Catholic bishops. Columbanus rebuked Bishop Gregory; beseeched him to 

correct his actions, and attempted to instruct him to conduct his church and bishops 

in a more biblical way.  

 Naturally, these compromised church leaders were utterly opposed to 

Columbanus. Moreover, they were angry with him, and they planned to silence him, 

so in 603AD Columbanus was summonsed to attend a church trial in Chalons, 

Gaulðhe was to stand trial accused of heresy! Columbanus wisely chose to ignore 

their demand to attend this church court, however he wrote a letter to them calling 

them to a stricter observance of, ñthe evangelical religion and apostolic tradition.ò 

He said that if they did this then the true character of his accusers would be revealed 

and exposed.  

 The nation of Gaul was divided into regions between feuding brothers. The 

queen mother, Brunhilda (543ï613), was a devout Catholic in close communion with 

the popes of Rome. Not surprisingly, the Irish missionaries thought of Brunhilda as 

another Jezebel. (It was Brunhildaôs niece, married to the Saxon king of Kent, in 

England, who invited the first Catholic missionaries to England in 597AD.) With the 

death of her sons, Brunhildaôs grandson, Theodoric came to power. Theodoric was 

initially much impressed with the holiness and preaching of Columbanus, and 

Columbanus exerted a strong influence in the royal house in Gaul. But Brunhilda 

gained much power during the reign of Theodoric and managed to turn him against 

Columbanus. Soon Theodoric had Columbanus arrested with the purpose of banish-

ing every Irish missionary from the land, but God had other plans. While awaiting 

ódeportationô in prison, Columbanus led many prisoners to Christ.  
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 When the Irish missionaries were on a ship bound 

for Ireland, shortly after its departure it ran aground and 

the missionaries escaped. Perceiving the hand and will of 

God in this they travelled east and then south to Lake 

Zurich, in Switzerland, where they began to evangelize 

the pagan worshippers of Wodan (Odin). After an inci-

dent in which a young missionary named Gall, broke up 

idols of the local Tetonic god, the entire band of Irish 

missionaries were forced to flee for their lives to the west 

where they settled in Bregenz, in Austria, at the south 

point of Lake Constance. They established themselves 

there for three years and preached Christ to sinners in the 

region. Gall established himself in a new base not far to 

the west of them which is now a town called St. Gallen.   

 At the time, King Agilulf ruled the entire region of northern Italy. His wife, 

Theudelinda*, was the daughter of the king of Bavaria, who held Columbanus in 

high regard. Under Theudelindaôs influence, the Lombard king sent for Columbanus 

to bring his gospel south. It is worth noting that they did not send to nearby Rome 

for Catholic missionaries but to this rugged, uncompromising Irishman. In response 

to this call, the Irish missionaries at Bregenz dispersed in different directions on new 

missionary adventures. Just one of them accompanied the now elderly Columbanus 

across the Alps into Italy, on his last missionary journey. They stopped first at Milan 

and then in Pavia, the Lombardôs capitol. From there, Columbanus wrote to Pope 

Boniface IV (608-15), at Rome. This was the last of several letters written to various 

popes. He started in what initially seemed a respectful manner calling him the, 

ñillustrious Head of all the churches of the whole of Europeò but he quickly went on 

to point out the popeôs errors, schisms, and misjudgements. In this letter he makes 

clear the difference between the Irish church and the Catholics: ñFor all we Irish, 

inhabitants of the worldôs edge, are disciples of Saints Peter and Paul and of all the 

disciples who wrote the sacred canon by the Holy Ghost, and we accept nothing out-

side the evangelical and apostolic teaching; none has been a heretic, none a Judaizer, 

none a schismaticéò No wonder he stirred the anger of Catholic bishops and popes, 

not to mention monarchs. His letters are at once wise and shrewd, yet direct and 

blunt.  

 Columbanusô final move was to the mountain valley retreat of Bobbio 

(Italy), land granted him by King Agilulf, which became his final mission base, 

where he resided for about one year before he died in 615. From his letters, we can 

read of Columbanusô convictions and fervency for truth. He was indeed a strong and 

fearless man who rebuked the immorality of kings, the heresy of popes, pioneered 

mission bases (monasteries), planted churches, and trained hundreds of effective and 

zealous missionaries. May God raise up more men of the mettle of Columbanus in 

Ireland, to affect Europe in this generation.  

 

*Not surprisingly, Wikipedia will tell you that Queen Theudelinda was a ódevout catholicô 
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Ladies Bible 
Study:  

Ladies Bible 
Study  

  

 

The Dung 
Gate  

The Fountain 
Gate  

The Water 
Gate  

The Horse 
Gate  

Ladies Bible 
Study  

Wednesday 16th March taught on the 
truth concerning Patrick's life, and what 
is behind the many man -made myths asso-
ciated with St. Patrick's Day. We looked 
at his own words concerning his own con-
version when he was born -again and his 
personal claim that many thousands of 
Irish men and women were born -again 
through his ministry.  

17th March Great to be out preaching 
and tracting on the streets today for 
Saint Patrick's parade in Limerick. Able 
to lift high the Christ who saved Patrick 
1700 years ago. Great team of friends to 
work with. Wonderful opportunities to 
share the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
Many hundreds and thousands hearing 
the simple truth of Christ.  

Above: (Left) Keith preaching on Patrickõs 
Day on streets. (Right) Tracts Stamped a 
ready to go out  

Below: (L) Pat preaching (R) Sof preaching  

5th March The BIBLE: All other books are 
read but this is the only book that reads 
people!  

     The Early 
History of 

Mankind #8  

Noah & the 
Nephilim  

Saint Patrick  

Noahõs Ark 

Noahõs Flood  

     Street 
Preaching for 
Patrickõs 
Parade  

òA virtuous woman is a 

woman of spirit, who has 

the command of her own 

spirit and knows how to 

manage other people's; 

one that is pious and in-

dustrious, and a help meet 

for a man.ó 
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    The Eastern 

Gate  

     Inspection 
Gate  

   GUEST SPEAKER:  

Stephen Cartwright  

SOC  SOC  SOC  SOC  SOC  

 

SOC  

A Covenant 
Relationship 

with God  

     The Sins of 
the Saints  

The Birthing 
of Nations  

At the end of April, Margaret Curtin celebrated a special 
birthday and we were able to show our appreciation for 
our dear sister in Christ. Mags works tirelessly to clean and 
bake for LCC.  

(RIGHT) Ellen, Mags and Mary (BELOW RIGHT) Candace 
and Keith pray for the birthday girl  

Stephen Cartwright brought his young son, Nathanael with 
him this time. (below) Their visit was a great blessing to 

LCC  

Ladies Bible 
Study:  

GERMANY  

òA virtuous woman is a 

woman of resolution, who, 

having espoused good prin-

ciples, is firm and steady to 

them, and will not be 

frightened with winds and 

clouds from any part of her 

duty.ó 
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April 4th  Our Sunday morning messages are now available on Youtube for you to view. Please 
join us as we open up the Word of God. We are presently dealing with the rebuilding and restor-
ing of Nehemiah's ten Gates in chapter 3 of his book. Over the past two years we have had the 
great joy of raising up a new church in this city. We stand amazed at the work of the Lord in 
drawing lives, saving souls, and raising up a testimony to His glory. We do not stand on tradition 
or formality. We are under no obligation to conform to contemporary church patterns. All we 
desire is a Christ -centred, Bible -based, and Spirit -led church. A year ago someone took umbrage 
at me making such a statement in reference to our desire to see such a church. But the fact 
remains that this is our desire and prayer. One very real mark of our gathering together over the 
past two years is that Christ is the Friend of sinners. Never have I felt the heart of God so real 
in this way. Truth and righteousness does not scare the worst of sinners away - it draws them in. 
Truth and righteousness often repels hypocrites, game -players and those who seek to use the 
pulpit for self promotion but sinners often seek reality before the religious do. Never have I 
enjoyed church life so much. Praise God. Feel free to join us any Sunday morning via this means.  

April 10th  On Tuesday last week we received word that a young man in the city was found in a 
comma by his mother. We have people in the church who know both the mother and the son. It 
was extremely serious and doctors gave little hope. We went to prayer as a church. The mother 
was told we were praying. Young Dean has had a remarkable recovery in becoming conscious 
this morning. His mother posted this just earlier (see below - I have removed her name and per-
sonal details from the post). To have anyone verbally acknowledge the òLord Jesusó in this city is 
unusual ñeven in a Catholic environment. 
We were crying out to the Lord on Friday 
that He would raise him up and to save 
him. We are now praying that mother and 
son will meet Christ in true salvation. 
Please pray for them and for his full and 
miraculous recovery. So many things hap-
pen from week to week here in Limerick 
that I would love to share but never feel 
comfortable doing so when it involves lives 
that we are reaching out to with the Gos-
pel. The lord is a wonderful Saviour.  

April 13th  Praise God. Such a wonderful night with The Lord in the midst. We started out 
dealing with the Sins of the Saints but by the end Sinners were seeking for the Saviour. Wonder-
ful group of ladies were in seeking Truth. Some tragic situations. A thousand questions but only 
one supreme answer - JESUS.  

April 18th  I just cannot get away from C.T. Studdõs famous quote:- òSome want to live within 
the sound of church or chapel bell; I want to run a rescue shop, within a yard of Hell.ó This 
burns within my heart daily. It comes to my mind constantly. Iõm persuaded that anything else is 
sham religion. My heart is enlarging for a lost and dying world. I would gladly lay down my life to 
reach the souls of men.  
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A big thank you to all of you who prayed for us 
during the School of Christ ( SOC ) in Germany . 
The Lord did answer prayers.  

31 students including pastors and missionaries, 
gathered in from different towns and cities for 
this intensive time of prayer and the teaching 
of God's Word with other visitors coming in on 
the evening meetings.  

Some very special times as people were filled 
and refilled with the Spirit. Christ is indeed the 
baptizer in the Holy Ghost.  

I am so thankful for the truth contained in this 

school and am very aware that the church of 
this hour needs it more now than ever before.  

We will return to Germany in May, 2017, for 
another week of SOC in German, PLEASE 
PRAY FOR THIS TIME. Thank you  

Remember to join us for our very special 
Three week European school in the English 
language in July 2017 which will be held in 

Ireland . 9th ñ28th July, 2017  

We are pleased to announce that the 2017, SOC European Preach-

ers and Believers Convention will be held in Saxony, GERMANY, 4thð7t/h/ 8th 

September, 2017, in the same region as where we have held the School these last 

few years. We are excited to be able to present the Convention in country of Germany 

in the year which marks the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. The beautiful 

setting of Huettstattmuehle, is in itself a place of great beauty. All meals and meet-

ings will be held on the same site. Have a look at the venue on: http://

www.huettstattmuehle.de/ Flights in and out of Dresden Airport are best, or by train 

to/from Chemnitz train station. Pricing is incredibly reasonable will be available on 

www.soc-europe.weebly.com  

SOC Europe, Preachers and Believers  

                       Convention, September       

         2017,GERMANY  
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Restoration 
and Revival  

Revival & 
Contend-

ing for the 
Faith  

Contending 
for the Faith 

Pt. II  

A Family, A 
Church & a 

Child  

Nimrod & the 
Creation of 

Religion  

Noel  
Jamisonõs 
Testimony  

The Origin 
of Languages  

Nimrod & 
World Govern-

ment  

May 1st -2nd The world holds a 
stag party; the church goes 
fishing! Our good friend and 
brother, Paul, is entering his 
last several weeks leading up to 
his marriage. We travelled to 
the city of Galway and stayed in 
a hostel for two days in order 
to evangelise on the streets. We 
had great times witnessing, 
preaching, testifying and fel-
lowshipping together. Paul was 
saved seven years ago and deliv-
ered from drink and drugs. It 
was in a school of Christ (SOC) 
prayer meeting that I can clear-
ly remember prayer being made 
for him. Unknown to us during 
that very hour of prayer the 
Spirit of God moved upon him 
and converted him as his head 
was under a bonnet of a car as 
he worked on the engine. As 

we prayed together in the 
morning times in Galway dur-
ing these two days of evange-
lism my heart filled up with 
gratitude to the Lord for His 
grace and mercy in changing 
lives. I think this will become 
a church tradition.  

May 18th After leading a life 
of alcohol addiction, Noel 
(seen below with his wife, 
Jan) was completely delivered 
from drink and a life of sin 
through salvation in Christ. 
His testimony revealed the 
power of the new birth. He is 
now one of the new leaders in 
a church in Ormskirk, Eng-
land.  

May 22nd Preached last mes-
sage on Nehemiah this morn-
ing (Rebuilding the Gates). 
From ch.1 -12, Nehemiah is a 
calm, cool individual. He is 
careful, prayerful, slow to act 
and slow to speak.  

But in ch.13, we find him 
contending, commanding, 
threatening, correcting, pro-
testing, plucking beards and 
smiting backslidden ministers. 
In the first 12 chapters Godõs 
people were being attacked 
by their enemies ñbut now 
God is being attacked by the 
actions of His own people! 
Godõs glory, character and 
work are at stake and Nehe-
miah rises to the occasion. 
Building walls and restoring 
gates against the enemy is one 
thing but dealing with the 
compromise of the genuine 
church is a radically different 
realm of ministry and very few 
have a heart for it.  
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May 15th Great day in the house of the Lord gathered unto Christ. Preached on Revival and Contend-
ing for the Faith. Our hearts are stirred to standstill in a moving hour, to be unbending in a bending 
hour, and to go forward in a retreating hour.  

May 25th Praise God wonderful night. Young brother who is saved just several weeks gave testimony 
before I preached tonight. Last night he was fast asleep in bed. The Lord woke him and led him to go 
down to the river. When he reached it a 14 year old girl, fully clothed, who had waded into the river in a 
terrible state had done so with the intent of ending her life. He told her of the love of Christ but 
warned of an eternal hell. We are now praying for her salvation. Four American Mormon missionaries 
also in meeting tonight. After the meeting a couple of the guys spent time with them then I joined 
them. They stayed well over an hour as we pressed upon them the truth of Gods Word. Praying for their 
salvation also. Two things we have regularly prayed for over the past two years in our prayer meetings is 
that The Lord would enable us to reach those attempting to commit suicide and also Mormon mission-
aries sent to our city. He is answering those prayers.  

Water Baptism service 5th  June . Wonderful baptismal service today. Six brothers and sisters passed 
through the waters of baptism. More than 20 passers -by stopped intrigued and listened to all these 
diverse testimonies and the gospel of salvation. One family was interested in hearing more. Great testi-
monies. Saved from crime, abuse, suicide, religion, idolatry, hypocrisy, confusion, and much more. At 
the waterõs edge I was very aware that I was surrounded by living miracles. Praise God for salvation, 
deliverance and forgiveness in Christ. I preached this morning on The Hidden Truth in Water Baptism , 
dealing with three vital, life changing truths represented by the act of baptism. More baptisms coming 
soon.  

Water  

Baptisms  

In the CLARE 
GLENS  

Continual 
Cleansing by 
the Blood  

NEW SERIES:  
In the Shadow of the Cross  

The Priests Who Mocked #1  

The Soldiers #2  

Cavemen & 
Dinosaurs  

Sofian Tlili 
Leviticus 

13 

 

Remission 
by the 
Blood  

Redemp-
tion by the 
Blood  

Paul Walsh married Victoria Short  
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#8 Joseph of 
Arimathea  

                                                              
#9 Barabbas  

 

Continuing with the Series: òIn 
the Shadow of the Cross ó  

NEW SERIES: Unity in 
the Church #1              
The Triunity of God  

    #6 Contin-
ual C leansing 
in the Blood  

                               

#7 Despising 
the Blood   

 

 

 

Sofian Tlili 
reports on Asia 

Link Trip  

      Jackie 
Pullinger DVD  

 

òRejoicing in the Trialsó&  

òJoy Unspeakableó  Will Graham  

òIn the 
Shadow of 
the Crossó  

Simon of 
Cyrene #3  

   The Dying 
Thief #4  

 

Mary Magda-
lene #5  

              
Mary, the 
Mother of 
Jesus #6  

John, the 
Apostle of 

Love #7  

òThe Blood of 
Jesus Seriesó 

Sofian Tlili 

Presumptu-
ous Sin   

   The Lamb 
of God  

 

The Blood of 
the Lamb  

  Drinking the 
Blood of 

Jesus 

A Shepherd in preparation...òBetter 
to lead sheep than feed pigs!ó 

 

20th August  Blessed couple of nights 
with brother Will Graham...There are 
still preachers who cannot be bought, 
intimidated or manipulated. We have 
talked of the need for a people to rise 
up and walk in truth. It's hard to find 
people who would rather have Jesus 
(defined by the written scriptures) than 
their own prideful, selfish religious 
games.  

òA virtuous woman 

is a woman of 

strength though the 

weaker vessel, yet 

made strong by wis-

dom and grace, and 

the fear of God. She 

does not intermeddle 

in the concerns of 

other people's hous-

es; she thinks it 

enough for her to 

look well to her 

own.ó 
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School of Christð3 Week Bible School 

Over the past ten years students from more than twenty countries have attended this 

school in Limerick City, Ireland, and students from over 150 countries of the world 

have attended similar schools in other countries. This is a wonderful life changing, 

challenging and refreshing time. We have mature godly leaders in attendance as well 

as younger hungry believers. All will be ministered to and impacted in this school. 

We look forward to those who will travel from other lands to be here in Limerick to 

hear Godôs Word.  

BOOK NOW . DOWNLOAD an application form from SOC Europe website, or email us.  

NEXT SCHOOL:  Sunday evening  9th July to Friday 28th 

July, 2017  

Attendance to the School is dependent on approval by application  
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Sofian Tlili tells his testimonyé 

 

  ñI would not be a surprised if you assumed from my name that I was not of 

Irish origin, and you would be half right. I am IrishðTunisian: born in London; 

raised in Limerick. My unusual name comes from my fatherôs side as he is from 

Tunisia, and they are practising Muslims. My mother is from Limerick and was a 

nominal Catholic, and allowed my father to raise me in the Muslim faith, but my 

teenage years and subsequent way of life was not particularly lived as a Muslim, 

but rather my life was predominantly ruled by a typical óladôsô life. My mother was 

a well qualified professional and my brother and I had quite a good upbringing. 

School was turbulent, as I, an unrepentant sinner, took great pleasure in messing 

and making life difficult for my teachers, my Mum, and me. I put no effort in to 

my school work, but most effort in to sports and musical endeavours. 

  From my early years, I enjoyed music and took up the guitar. I was part of a 

Heavy Metal band from a young age. The band that I was in during my latter teens 

and early twenties enjoyed a fair bit of success in competitions, and gained popu-

larity. We gigged all over the country and I also worked successfully as a DJ for 

nightclubs and parties. Needless to say, along with the lifestyle, came the recrea-

tional drugs, drink, entertainment, and every trapping offered a young guy today. I 

spent so much time doing gigs at night, and sleeping the days out that I soon 

dropped out of college. I was studying Pharmaceutical Chemistry.  Life was rolling 

along in the slipstream of pleasure, and I did not take much time to think about 

God apart from some anti-God objections I might have added to a discussion with 

mates on evolution. 

  When I was around 20, a friend of mine who had been a staunch evolutionist 

but was saved at 17, sat with me one evening and started to tell me that he had 

found that evolution was fable, and that God and creation were real. The things he 

presented in favour of creation that evening were very convincing and unsettling to 

tell you the truth. If creation and God was real, where did that leave me? These 

conversations went on for months. We spoke about everything from geo-political 

world events to the verity of the bible and the science behind it. Eventually, I re-
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sponded to my friendôs invitation to go 

to a church meeting. And then another 

meeting, and another. Hearing the 

preaching was uncanny. It was as if 

the preacher knew me, knew what I 

was going through, and knew what I 

had been talking about with friends. 

Around the same time, my dad was 

diagnosed with cancer and his progno-

sis was not good. This news brought 

me to a crisis point and the reality of 

life after death. At this point, I began to 

pray for my dad because there was 

nothing else I could do. I was so out of 

control I thought, ñit can't hurtò. My 

friend who had been sharing about God 

with me posed to me the question one 

day, ñSof, if God is real and He is the 

God who created all things, and knows 

all things, then why not ask Him to 

reveal Himself to you? If He is real, He 

will reveal Himself to you. And if he 

isn't, nothing will change.ò I thought 

ñThat makes sense, what have I got to 

lose?ò 

 

 I took a serious stock of my own 

life, and just as my friend had been 

telling me, I cried out to God. I began  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 to go to church regularly, and almost 

every week, without fail, it was as if 

the preacher had had a surveillance 

camera on my personal life. (Now I 

know that that was the Spirit of God 

convicting and drawing me to Christ.) I 

began to shed the things of this world, 

one by one. First, I resigned from my 

position as a DJ in the local large 

nightclub, then I moved out of my 

smoke filled flat, and moved back 

home to my motherôs, but for some 

time I was still in a band, and still 

smoking weed. 

  But about 6 months after I at-

tended church regularly, I really cried 

out to God for help to go deeper in the 

things of God. I knew I couldn't contin-

ue on as a professing Christian and yet 

keep this drug in my life. I first tried 

giving up weed itself and continued to 

hold on to my cigarettes. I was brought 

to a real crisis when a close friend at-

tempted to self harm and ended up in 

hospitalðshe was addicted to alcohol. 

RIGHT DJ Sof 

LEFT Sof performing with his band  
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I sat telling her about the saving power 

of Jesus Christ, the born-again experi-

ence, and His power to help you over-

come the things of the flesh. I felt like 

a hypocrite. Could I tell her God can 

deliver her from drink, with a cigarette 

hanging from my mouth? In the com-

ing days I went home one night and got 

on my face before God. He delivered 

me from my addiction that night, and 

by His grace granted me a heart to fol-

low Him with all my heart. 

  Then the Spirit of God really put 

His finger on the band issue, and I 

knew I would have to resign the band. 

Keith Malcomson preached one 

Wednesday evening from Proverbs 

23:23. It says to, ñbuy the truth and sell 

it notò. I knew to óbuy the truthô of God 

and make Him mine, I would have to 

pay for it with what I held dear. I wres-

tled over this, wondering how I should 

do it, as I knew my mates would be 

very disappointed. We were brothers, 

but my heart was changed, and I knew 

beyond a shadow of a doubt that I 

needed and wanted to obey God in this. 

I no longer wanted to write songs that 

would one day perish. I wanted to write 

about the King of Kings; songs that 

would last forever. And so I left the 

band. My last gig with Milk Baby was 

on the 5th December, 2013. In the same 

month I was DJ for the last time at a 

wedding. I was left with no income, so 

the next challenge was to find work. I 

really prayed about this as I did not 

want to take a job which meant I would 

have to work on Sundays and prefera-

bly wanted to be in Wednesday even-

ing Bible studies too. A job in a call 

centre did come my way and for the 

first time in my adult life I had to sleep 

at night to be awake during the day! 

That job gave me good experience and 

I had to be consistent and diligent. At 

first my mother was not sure about the 

changes in meðshe nearly preferred 

the ónormalô young guy who was party-

ing all night and sleeping all dayðbut 

when she saw that the changes were 

more permanent than her fears, she 

relaxed and began to be very grateful 

for a son who now helped around the 

house rather than lay about the house.ò  

EDITORôS NOTE:  Sof has preached 

several times in LCC now, and in July 

2016, he travelled with Asia Link to take 

Bibles in to Laos, Cambodia and Vi-

etnam. We are grateful to the Lord for 

forging this vessel.  LEFT Sof performing with his band  

ABOVE Best man to best friend, Paul 

Walsh, June 2016 
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We have been privileged to run a 
School of Christ week in Saxony, Ger-
many, for the last three years now 
where believers and leaders have come 
to seek the Lord and grow as they 
spend time in the Word and in prayer. 
We are grateful to the Lord for the hard 
work of Manu Reinsch who tirelessly 
works to organize the practicalities of 
the course, and who is now working on 
perfecting the written material. Please 

pray for Manu as he does this.  

 

In April 2016 we had 31 students, which 
included pastors and missionaries, who 
gathered in from different towns and cit-
ies in Germany for this intensive time of 
prayer and the teaching of God's Word.  

We are so grateful for the outstanding 
translators that worked during the School: 
Sharon Reeves and Friederike 
Sprenger, laboured out of great love for 
the Lord and for this school.  

Pray for Godôs blessing upon these ladies. 
THANK  YOU  

Lessons are taught live with translation 
and some of the School DVDs are now 
subtitled, and used. For anyone who has 
never attended a School of Christ course 
where DVDs are used, it can seem bizarre 
but such a medium is very effectual. At 
every school, whether in English, or in 
German, we are astounded as we are re-
minded again and again of the effectual 
tool that is the School of Christ. The com-
bination of the powerful teaching of the 
Word of God, and the environment of a 
óboot-campô, where discipline and a pray-
er life are practised, makes for the deep 
and quickening call of the Spirit of God to 
hungry hearts. This yearôs school in Ger-
many was no different, but we particular-
ly sensed the blessing of Psalm 133 as the 
brethren dwelt together in unity.  
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Brian and Biv Larsen, have lived on the mis-

sion field in ARGENTINA for around 20 

years now. Their sons have grown up there 

and the family work together as one beautiful 

unit, seeking to raise up churches in South 

America, using the School of Christ Material. 

This last year, Brian has taken his eldest two 

sons (left) with him to Japan and other mis-

sionary journeys to carry the message of SOC. 

Pray for this precious family.  

Stephen and Hilary Cartwright and family, live 

in the USA but Stephen spends many months of 

the year in AFRICA overseeing the work of SOC. 

Their ministry, Light in the World Ministries , 

has seen multiple doors open across Africa in the 

last year. Stephen says his greatest need is to have 

WISDOM to know ówhere to leave and where to 

cleaveô.  Please pray for continued protection and 

provision for this dear family.  

Will and Agota Graham, continue to live and 

work in SPAIN. They have recently been asked 

to take full time oversight of a church in the 

south of Spain. During 2017, they will travel 

there most weeks whilst still working in the 

College in which they are both employed. 

Please pray for wisdom for them as they take 

this big new step.  

LCC is committed to praying for these folk on the Mission field. We may 

not be able to send them regular financial gifts, but we have committed to 

the most important gift: that of PRAYER.  
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Phone: +353-86-384-2126 

E-mail: info@limerickcitychurch.com 

Limerick City Church 

74a OõConnell Street 

Limerick City 

The LCC emblem or 

ólogoô was designed to 

bring a few things togeth-

er: the sword is an ancient 

Irish sword and the book 

is the Bible. The Bible is the Sword of the 

Spirit and the Spirit always wields the 

Truth of God in all His workings. We are 

praying that by Godôs grace He will use 

this church to restore His Truth in Limer-

ick and Ireland. 

ñLIMERICK NEEDS JESUSò 

The Scarlet Woman   

This new book is out! A 

vital book on End Day Bible 

prophecy. It covers 2000 

years of Church history as 

we reveal the counterfeit 

Harlot Church and the true 

Bride of Christ. As we ex-

pound chapter 17 of the 

Book of Revelation we will 

take you on an amazing 

journey that will enthral you, shock you, stir you 

and reveal to you who this Scarlet Woman is that 

rides on the back of the last world government of 

world history. This is one of the most neglected, 

misunderstood, yet vitally necessary prophecies for 

the Church to understand in this last hour of time.  


